§1780.53

of law and a proposed order within 30
days after the parties have received no-
tice that the transcript has been filed
with the presiding officer, unless other-
wise ordered by the presiding officer.

(2) Proposed findings and conclusions
must be supported by citation to any
relevant authorities and by page ref-
erences to any relevant portions of the
record. A posthearing brief may be
filed in support of proposed findings
and conclusions, either as part of the
same document or in a separate docu-
ment.

(3) Any party is deemed to have
waived any issue not raised in proposed
findings or conclusions timely filed by
that party.

(b) Reply briefs. Reply briefs may be
filed within 15 days after the date on
which the parties’ proposed findings
and conclusions and proposed order are
due. Reply briefs must be limited
strictly to responding to new matters,
issues, or arguments raised in another
party’s papers. A party who has not
filed proposed findings of fact and con-
clusions of law or a posthearing brief
may not file a reply brief.

(c) Simultaneous filing required. The
presiding officer shall not order the fil-
ing by any party of any brief or reply
brief supporting proposed findings and
conclusions in advance of the other
party’s filing of its brief.

§1780.53 Recommended decision and
filing of record.

(a) Filing of recommended decision and
record. Within 45 days after expiration
of the time allowed for filing reply
briefs under §1780.52(b), the presiding
officer shall file with and certify to the
Director, for decision, the record of the
proceeding. The record must include
the presiding officer’s recommended
decision, recommended findings of fact
and conclusions of law, and proposed
order; all prehearing and hearing tran-
scripts, exhibits and rulings; and the
motions, briefs, memoranda and other
supporting papers filed in connection
with the hearing. The presiding officer
shall serve upon each party the rec-
ommended decision, recommended
findings and conclusions, and proposed
order.

(b) Filing of index. At the same time
the presiding officer files with and cer-
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tifies to the Director, for final deter-
mination, the record of the proceeding,
the presiding officer shall furnish to
the Director a certified index of the en-
tire record of the proceeding. The cer-
tified index shall include, at a min-
imum, an entry for each paper, docu-
ment or motion filed with the presiding
officer in the proceeding, the date of
the filing, and the identity of the filer.
The certified index shall also include
an exhibit index containing, at a min-
imum, an entry comnsisting of exhibit
number and title or description for:
Each exhibit introduced and admitted
into evidence at the hearing; each ex-
hibit introduced but not admitted into
evidence at the hearing; each exhibit
introduced and admitted into evidence
after the completion of the hearing;
and each exhibit introduced but not ad-
mitted into evidence after the comple-
tion of the hearing.

§1780.54 Exceptions to recommended
decision.

(a) Filing exceptions. Within 30 days
after service of the recommended deci-
sion, recommended findings and con-
clusions, and proposed order under
§1780.53, a party may file with the Di-
rector written exceptions to the pre-
siding officer’s recommended decision,
recommended findings and conclusions,
or proposed order; to the admission or
exclusion of evidence; or to the failure
of the presiding officer to make a rul-
ing proposed by a party. A supporting
brief may be filed at the time the ex-
ceptions are filed, either as part of the
same document or in a separate docu-
ment.

(b) Effect of failure to file or raise ex-
ceptions. (1) Failure of a party to file
exceptions to those matters specified
in paragraph (a) of this section within
the time prescribed is deemed a waiver
of objection thereto.

(2) No exception need be considered
by the Director if the party taking ex-
ception had an opportunity to raise the
same objection, issue, or argument be-
fore the presiding officer and failed to
do so.

(c) Contents. (1) All exceptions and
briefs in support of such exceptions
must be confined to the particular
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